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Once in awhile, an educational leader comes along with 

a vision for his or her institution. That vision can be the 

impetus for a transformation that sets the institution on a 

winning path. 

At Canyon Springs STEM Academy, that leader is 

principal Tricia Graham. Graham is quick to reference 

her team of educators and staff at Canyon Springs when 

she is complimented on what she has accomplished at 

Canyon Springs. After all, behind every good leader is a 

qualified, supportive staff. In any case, Canyon Springs 

School has distinguished itself in Anthem and Deer Valley 

Unified School District and is on a trajectory that will 

only get better.

Canyon Springs has offered the Renaissance Gifted 

and STEM Academy since August 2013. The Academy 

provides highly gifted learners with a unique educational 

environment that is designed to meet the academic, social 

and emotional needs of likeminded first through fifth 

grade students. Next year, this academy will be expanded 

to include the Bright Child K-6 program, and will grow with 

grade level every year thereafter.

The STEM focus and popularity of the program is evident 

in the fact that more than 600 people attended their 

recent STEM night. 

“We are creating future engineers,” says Graham. “I really 

do believe that!”

Next year will also be a special year for Canyon Springs, as they will be 

the only school in DVUSD to offer Spanish for K-8. Canyon Springs is also 

partnering with Northern Arizona University and 10 other schools in a long-

term research study on K-8 STEM programs and received a grant last year 

— the third year in a row — for their participation.

So what does it take to get programs like these off the ground? This is 

where perspiration comes in.

“Because of budget cuts over the last several years, when we want 

to implement a new program we need to show the district proof of 

sustainability without spending,” says Graham. “This is very difficult to do, but 

we have managed to do it.”

And that perspiration pays off. The Renaissance third, fourth and fifth grade 

students recently won a regional math league competition in Prescott and 

qualified for the state competition.

Graham comes from an education background with a mom who was a 

teacher and a brother with Down syndrome who served as inspiration 

for Graham to become a special education teacher. She received her 

bachelor’s degree from Iowa State University in 1996 in elementary and 

special education and a master’s degree from University of Phoenix in 2001 

in administration and supervision. She started her career as a fourth and 

fifth grade special education teacher in Bullock Creek, Michigan, and went 

on to teach as a third grade teacher and middle school special education 

teacher in Auckland, New Zealand. She has served as assistant principal at 

both Desert Mountain School and Gavilan Peak School. She was principal at 

New River Elementary from 2004-11 and is currently serving as principal at 

Canyon Springs STEM Academy, where she has been since 2011.

“I am so incredibly proud of the innovative and unique school programs we 

offer, as well as the positive culture we have created at Canyon Springs 

STEM Academy,” she says. “One person cannot do this alone. The entire 

staff has worked hard with collective effort, focused goals and the support 

of our community to create such a wonderful school for our students.”
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